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Dear Colleagues,

Thank you to those who were on the conference call, both as active participants and as careful listeners.  And thanks as well for those of you who have already responded with ideas, information, and further questions.  Knowing that there will always be issues we need to address, what was most important about the call is that we are an effective team – we realize that the national office alone cannot have true impact without your thinking and shaping the issues with us as well as your on the ground involvement. I also hope that you are aware of the growing resources we can bring to you, both as trainers on issues and methods and as sources of information. 

The two issues that most concern us are the call for selective divestment in companies that provide Israel with the means to defend itself and the study of efforts to target Jews for conversion through non-transparent practices. Here is an opportunity to mobilize members of your chapter, to make clear how important their involvement is, to energize them with real issues, real people and real outcomes that affect the Jewish community and Israel.   

These talking points may help guide your dialogue:
· The Jewish Community is committed to pluralism, peace, and mutual respect and we seek to deepen our relationship with all those who share these commitments.

· We recognize that there is great disagreement about what will bring peace in the Middle East and in the world.  Jews around the world and Israeli citizens disagree about what policies will promote peace as well. We support democratic discussion and encourage and are prepared to engage in serious conversations that would help bring peace. 

· But this is not the time to argue policy or try to convince the Presbyterians that Israel is right and the Palestinians are wrong. This is about the dangers of using divestment as a cruel and unwieldy tool that has been historically used to undermine the State of Israel.  It also would damage Presbyterian relations with Jews. 

· A resolution that isolates companies that do business with the State of Israel for divestment does not encourage peace or dialogue, but can only be seen as an attack on the State of Israel itself.  In so doing, the Presbyterians USA separate themselves from other Christian Churches and from those of us who are building a coalition dedicated to peace.

· We recognize that America is a free and open country and we encourage religious faith communities to teach their truths to the world and we, as Jews, feel free to do the same.

· A resolution that encourages in any way the establishment of churches in the guise of synagogues, ministers in the guise of rabbis, and the use of Jewish symbols and ritual objects to promote Christianity through messianic Judaism does not reflect “contextualizing the Gospel” (the language used to explain such behavior, since Jews would be more “comfortable” learning about Christianity in a Jewish setting), but a breach of mutual respect and an obvious form of religious deception. Such behavior is a rejection of the relationship we have developed with Presbyterians since they themselves issued a statement that Jews bear a direct covenant with God and do not need Christianity to be redeemed.
· We see these two resolutions as ill-conceived and, we would like to believe, inadvertent errors. If Presbyterians are still committed to join Jews in promoting peace, mutual religious respect and pluralism, then they will find ways to witness the truths to which they are committed that do not even inadvertently run the risk of delegitimizing the State of Israel or using guile to convert Jews. 

This is a wonderful advocacy opportunity for each chapter that combines our commitment to Israel and to interreligious outreach.
