MINUTES 

Meeting of the Commission on Interreligious Affairs of Reform Judaism 

December 17, 2002, 11AM Conference Call

Minutes by Matt Soffer

Participants:

1. Mark Pelavin

2. Rabbi Michael Signer

3. Judith Hertz

4. Matthew Soffer

5. Rabbi Martin Weiner

6. Dr. Carol Ochs

7. Rabbi David Sandmel

8. Rabbi Charles Sherman

9. Doug Barden

10. Irving Shnaider

11. Stuart Aaronson

12. Rabbi Jim Prosnit

13. Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor

14. Dr. Victor Goldbloom

15. Adina Citron Walker (sp?) (for Racelle Weiman)

16. Rabbi Steven Denker

17. Rabbi Jerome Davidson

18. Dr. Martin Cohen

Director’s Report – Mark Pelavin
1. Many thanks to Matt Soffer!  And to Judith and Michael.

2. Most interesting work has been vis-à-vis attacks on Islam.  I seem to be in a personal confrontation with Pat Robertson.  

3. RDS in Detroit re CAFÉ standards – “What Would Jesus Drive.”

4. We had a very good meeting of the National Council of Synaogues and the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishops Council on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs (BCEIA), which Michael will talk about later.

5. Planning a new dialogue between several members of our commission and several members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, Department of Ecumenical Affairs (their arm responsible for interreligious dialogue).  May 12, 2003 in Chicago.

6. Website – needs more publicity and more use.

7. Rabbis David Sandmel and Michael Signer did a piece on the new Catholic statement, The Jewish People and Their Sacred Scriptures; this will go up shortly.

8. Need to, still, do a better job in two dimensions.

a. Reaching congregations.  We’ll talk about that toward the end of the call.

b. Putting all we are doing in one place.  Examples – Judith’s travels, HUC-JIR Distance Education course on "Judaism and Islam,” Bob Edgar speaking to the CSA.  

There is a lot going on, but it’s not easy to access.  The website is, clearly, part of the answer, but more will be needed.

Co-Chairs’ Report - Rabbi Michael Signer and Judith Hertz, Commission Co-chairs

· Rabbi Michael Signer: Interfaith issues are more and more in headlines.  A challenge we will need to face is how are we going to work with Evangelicals – we’ll need commission members’ help in developing new strategies…  Most work thus far is defensive (apologetic…).  We must “get over” that and see how to place ourselves in conversations…  This is a long-term goal, but one we must begin to address.

· Judith Hertz: One project, in particular, will give congregations the opportunity to participate in interreligious community programming is the World Conference for Religion and Peace series of 12 workshops, which encourage understanding and diversity in the context of a community’s view of a particular issue they face.  The first six workshops have been successful, for different reasons.  These workshops are funded by Rockefeller, they may be interested in continuing to fund such work under the aegis of WCRP.

Reports from Partner Organizations
· NFTB/JCS: Irving Shnaider
· Jewish Chautauqua Society Update:  Recently had first meeting of the newly expanded board on November 9, 2002, in NY.  This was the first meeting with JCS’ new 7 outside directors.  Looking at a number of issues, we are working on our distance learning programs, and improving our website.

· On NFTB side: Disappointment in recent efforts to mount Muslim-Jewish-Christian interreligious program, Walking Together.  No pilot programs (except, perhaps, one in Southern California).  We’re hoping to find communities where this pilot program may work, but thus far, there simply isn’t enough interest in all three communities (Jewish, Christian, Muslim), especially from the Muslim community. 
· CCAR: Rabbi David Sandmel
· Introduced himself, as the new incoming chair of CCAR Committee on Interreligious Affairs
· Priorities: work to provide rabbis with more information and programming ideas regarding interfaith issues.

Catholic-Jewish Relations – Rabbi Michael Signer

· Meeting of the NCS/USCCB – pleasant turnout, very good turnout, including Catholic theologians, such as Sister Mary Boys and Philip Cunningham (which is new in the meetings).  

· There will be relevant documents on our commission website, pertaining to this meeting and the relevant documents discussed in this meeting.  Visit our website to view these relevant documents.  

· We viewed a video (one of a series of three), which will be helpful for understanding one another.  NCS and USCCB are doing this series together.  

· Middle-east: constructive discussion, which concluded with the lesson that we’re ready to begin talking about this, but there’s a Jewish concern to hear more from the Catholic side…

· IJCIC – Judith Hertz

· Reorganizations – the Reform Jewish Movement has six representatives.

· Rabbi Joel Meyer and Dr. Israel Singer – co-chairs of IJCIC.  

· Last meeting, the focus was meeting with WCC.  Possibility that a “bill of particulars” would be drawn up for WCC on their anti-Semitic statements.

· Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor: heartened by Joel Meyer’s leadership, concerned about Dr. Israel Singer’s style – “he is a loaded gun.” 

· Rabbi Signer: Found the IJCIC meeting to be extremely well-disciplined.  They have a very high-level diplomatic agenda.  The question is whether Israel Singer will be able to disciplin himself effectively – is he able to “reprogram” himself?

· The National Workshop 

· Meeting of representatives of the Jewish community, National Council of Churches, and the Conference of Catholic Bishops on January 7th.  Try to see if there is any way to continue with the Workshop.  Michael Signer’s advice: proceed, but proceed with caution.

· Recent Articles and statements (“Mission and Covenant,” “A Sacred Obligation,” America symposium…). Ample documentation online, at www.rj.org/interreligious.  At some point soon, Michael Signer’s article will be published in Midstream Magazine. 

· Other Contributions to this Discussion?

· Dr. Victor Goldbloom: Positive and negative sides to the dialogue with Catholics in Canada.  Positive is that if the dialogue is “back on track” in Canada, it is, in large part, due to the Catholic Church.  They have catalyzed a renewal of dialogue.  The negative side is that we have had major difficulty in persuading French speaking churches to adopt the Holocaust memorial service – due to one reason: Israel.  In drawing the lesson of “never again,” they feel Israel isn’t adhering to this lesson, with their treatment of the Palestinians.  Thus, they are rejecting the holding of the service.

· Rabbi Jerome Davidson: regarding the sexual abuse scandals, is the Catholic Church at all interested in our insight?  Does the question of “laity involvement” arise in their discussions? 

· Rabbi Michael Signer: We’ve never talked about the sex abuse issue or lay control in the Church – Jews should not be using the term “laity” in this dialogue.  Expressions of solidarity and sympathy are in order…

New Business

· Focusing on Congregational Activity

· Possibility of Annual Interfaith Awards

· A way of “flushing out” some of the best ideas…

· Rabbi Martin Weiner: This is well worth pursuing.

· Rabbi Bretton-Granatoor: There needs to be subcategories – tikkun olam, etc…

· Rabbi Steve Denker: We must distinguish this from the Fain Awards.

· Consensus: we’ll talk this over and come back with more specifics in the spring.

· Denominational Updates

· This could be good.  Let’s “test-run” this within the commission, before considering making it public.  Stuart Aaronson volunteered to help. 

Brainstorming: New Approaches to Muslim-Jewish relations

· Rabbi Jerome Davidson: We have had a decade-long dialogue with a nearby mosque.  What is frustrating is that it seems other congregations are not doing things!  The commission could really make a mark now on this issue.  Giving congregations an idea of how to find suitable mosques – perhaps contact Muslims Against Terrorism.  We must gather a list of mosques that will work with us.  Label Fein’s article, also, is a very enlightening piece for this discussion (http://www.forward.com/issues/2002/02.12.13/oped4.html)!
· MJP: we are now at a loss of “how to proceed.”
· Rabbi Steve Denker: Not recognizing a matter of asymmetry between the organizational structure of the Muslim community and the Jewish community is a problem: “they ain’t set up that way yet!”  We must recognize this, and understand this as part of the challenge of working with the Muslim community.  
· Judith Hertz: what would be helpful are short reports, by those who have worked with Muslim groups, on what has been done.  Let’s collect these and share these.
· Rabbi David Sandmel: I will post something on RavKav, and report what I find.
· Rabbi Martin Weiner: many people are looking for a group…we haven’t found a group out here (San Francisco).  
· Rabbi David Sandmel: it probably is not as difficult as it sounds, to compile a list of some contacts.
· Judith Hertz: It would also help to develop a list of some cautions as well.
· Rabbi Sandmel: We must understand that we can’t take the model that we use for interreligious dialogue with Christian groups and, simply, apply it to Muslim groups – this will not work.  Also, let us not forget Buddhist and Hindu (Eastern religious) groups as well!
· Rabbi Michael Signer: What we need is a subcommittee of this commission, specifically set on working on this!

· Dr. Victor Goldbloom: Jewish-Muslim Dialogue in Montreal has been “frustratingly theological.”  We have not been able to get tachlitic.  On the other hand, after an unauthenticated (stressing the “un”) document identified 20-odd potential targets for a possible terrorist attack, some of which were synagogues, Rabbi Leigh Lerner was able to get an Imam to come to Temple Emanuel- Beth Sholom and say to the synagogue that targeting a synagogue – or any house of worship – is not theologically acceptable. 
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